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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Group I (claims 31-35 and 41-51) in the reply filed 
on 02/28/2007 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that group II is not patentably 
distinct from group I since the identical method steps are recited in each of independent claims 
31 and 36. This is not found persuasive because as been distinguished on the previous paper of 
the restriction requirements group II is referring to computer programming, while group I 
referring to a method for controlling an inserting apparatus, which is clear that both groups are 
different. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (I) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim*** rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Auerbach (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,924,265). 

Auerbach discloses a method for controlling an inserting apparatus over a range of master 
cycle speeds, the method comprising the steps of: (a) monitoring a master cycle speed at which 
an inserting apparatus operates over a plurality of master cycles; (b) determining when a new 
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master cycle has begun; (c) at least once during every master cycle of operation of the inserting 
apparatus, performing a first calculation to determine a first cyclical position of the new master 
cycle at which an actuated device should begin to be activated, wherein the calculation is based 
on the master cycle speed measured for the new master cycle, a predetermined time duration 
required for the actuated device to become fully active, and a predetermined cyclical position of 
the new master cycle at which the actuated device should be fully active; and (d) at least once 
during every master cycle of operation of the inserting apparatus, causing the actuated device to 
begin to be activated when the new master cycle reaches or exceeds the calculated first cyclical 
position; see for example (Figs. 1, 2, 4, and 5; via control system 14 is controlling different 
stations on an inserting apparatus, which it is inherent such controlling system calculate cycles to 
control different operations via different stations). Note that by the end of each cycle, which by 
the end of each operation a new cycle begun to work on the following piece. 

Regarding claims 32, 47, and 48: comprising the steps of (a) at least once during every 
master cycle of operation of the inserting apparatus, performing a second calculation to 
determine a second cyclical position of the new master cycle at which an actuated device should 
begin to be deactivated, wherein the calculation is based on the master cycle speed measured for 
the new master cycle, a predetermined time duration required for the actuated device to become 
inactive, (via by the end of each cycle, which by the end of each operation a new cycle begun to 
work on the following work piece); and a predetermined cyclical position of the new master 
cycle at which the actuated device should be fully inactive; and (b) at least once during every 
master cycle of operation of the inserting apparatus, causing the actuated device to become 
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inactive when the new master cycle reaches or exceeds the calculated second cyclical position 
(note that each station gets activated and/or de-activated via control system 14). 

Regarding claims 33, 42, and 49: wherein the step of causing the actuated device to begin 
to be activated includes energizing an envelope opening device (Figs. 4 and 5). 

Regarding claims 34, 43 and 50: wherein the step of causing the actuated device to begin 
to be activated includes energizing an envelope registration device (Figs. 1, 4, and 5). 

Regarding claims 35, 44, and 51: wherein the step of causing the actuated device to begin 
to be activated includes energizing a mail piece take-away device (Figs. 1, 4, and 5). 

Regarding claim 41 : further comprising the steps of (e) feeding an insert along a feed 
path at an insert feed rate in timed relation with the activation of the actuated device; (f) feeding 
an envelope along the feed path at an envelope feed rate in timed relation with the activation of 
the actuated device, wherein the insert feed rate is greater than the envelope feed rate; and (g) 
causing the insert to be inserted into the envelope in timed relation with the activation of the 
actuated device, wherein activation of the actuated device assists in an inserting process 
performed by the inserting apparatus, see for example (Figs. 1, 2, 4, and 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sameh H. Tawfik whose telephone number is 571-272-4470. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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